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Culture is 100 per cent at the heart of our discussions on integrating the multicultural mode into
our new intercultural era, and yet culture, and not just in Quebec, represents a mere 1% of our
budgets! We believe, however, that culture has a supraministerial mandate. While support for
artists and for the history of art remains central to the museum’s mission, it is not enough. Our
vision aims to redefine the role of a fine arts museum within society.
The MMFA takes into account those who are excluded or restricted. On the one hand, our
collections and our excellent mediators, on the other, people who are excluded, whom we
want to reach, and the experts who work on their behalf (associations, as well as universities,
schools, clinics and institutes).Together, we are inventing new programmes with a “co-creative”
approach. Our made-to-measure projects demonstrate the commitment of our 450 partners.
In our long and varied list of activities, we welcome young children and their families, regardless
of their economic circumstance, we support efforts to encourage students to stay in school,
and we combat violence and social exclusion by helping young victims of bullying. We provide
numerous programmes for the homeless, adult literacy, reintegration of people with intellectual
challenges, young victims of sexual abuse and people with severe disabilities. We focus on living
in harmony in our cultural diversity, with an approach rooted in cross-cultural psychology,
supporting girls’ education, women’s self-esteem and integration of Indigenous women. We
must rethink art as a force for social cohesion and individual well-being.
We are proud to present this Montreal edition of the Power of the Arts Forum devoted to peace.
From our socially committed exhibitions Cuba! Art and History from 1868 to Today in 2008
and Imagine: The Ballad of John and Yoko in 2009 to the unveiling of the Michal and Renata
Hornstein Pavilion for Peace in 2016 and our kilometre of open-air public art, La Balade pour
la Paix, in 2017, we have committed ourselves humbly to the best of our abilities to this cause.
We have numerous allies in the community who support these values: inner peace and social
peace. I thank them all for their commitment, most notably Michaëlle Jean, Jean-Daniel Lafond
and their team.
The arts play an essential role in bringing peace to our societies: it is pointless to develop
artificial intelligence while neglecting emotional intelligence. While emotion continues to be a
powerful tool for manipulation, the arts enable us to live together in a better way.
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JEAN-DANIEL LAFOND
Filmmaker and writer
Co-founder, Co-president
and Executive Director (volunteer)
Michaëlle Jean Foundation

Prelude
In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered America and for better or worse launched the conquest of the New World. In 2018, the term globalization denotes a new world that is imposed on
us and arouses as much fear as hope.
Should we be afraid of globalization, of the free circulation of trade goods, capital, services,
people, information technology, robotics and artificial intelligence but also of anarchic social
media, fake news, propaganda and Trump-style populism, with its warlike tendencies and
weapons of mass destruction?
Does globalization herald the beginning of the end of humanity? Or rather, is it not an opportunity to be seized, to bring human beings together so that all those who operate in the field of culture and the arts can work together against war and for peace, to bring about the dawn of a
new humanism? This is not a utopian dream. It is a matter of urgency.
It is with this in mind that the Michaëlle Jean Foundation is partnering with the Montreal Museum
of Fine Arts for the fourth edition of the Power of the Arts National Forum. On the subject of
“The Arts as Tools for Peace,” this major colloquium will bring together representatives from the
sectors of culture and politics, business, health, the law and civil society to make use of the arts
and culture to foster peace and reconciliation, equity and justice in Canada.
The Michaëlle Jean Foundation and the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts pooled their know-how
to create a programme entitled “The 4th Wall: Making the Invisible Visible” devoted in 2016 to
young black Quebecers suffering from racism and in 2017 to young Muslims who are victims of
social exclusion. Then, shortly before the opening of the Pavilion for Peace, the Museum invited
the Foundation to join in the Power of the Arts Forum as a shared adventure. This was the birth
of the fourth edition: “The Arts as Tools for Peace.”
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Many thanks
to our partners

Brian Bronfman Family Foundation
Fondation de la famille Brian Bronfman

Under the patronage of
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Messages from the Partners and Sponsors
JEAN-PASCAL SIMARD

Vermilion Energy Inc. is honoured to help make the 2018 Power of the Arts National Forum
possible. As an international energy producer, we believe that inclusive and sustainable
development plays a critical role in creating the well-being necessary to achieve the Global
Goals for Sustainable Development. The Goals call on us to take action to end poverty, protect
the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity. The Forum, with its focus on a
peaceful future and a spirit of partnership, brings us another step closer to fulfilling this vision.
BRIAN BRONFMAN

Given its focus on peace, the Brian Bronfman Family Foundation is delighted to support this
Forum. The BBFF sees peace as more than just a value or aspiration; it can be generated in
individuals, relationships and communities in very concrete ways. An important mechanism
for creating this peace is the arts. Whatever form they take – film, theatre, photography, fine
arts, music or literature – the arts truly are tools for fostering peace and social harmony, which
warrants the recognition and analysis that the Forum provides.
MICHEL DE LA CHENELIÈRE

Art does us good: of this I am sure. Art is also a powerful vector of change for everyone in our
society, no matter what our age, status or country of origin. This universal force unites us every
day, encouraging us to grow, make new discoveries and open up to each other. I hope that with
this Forum on the Power of the Arts, we can help ensure that art continues to reach as many
people as possible in positive ways. Thank you for joining us and enjoy the Forum!
CLAUDE JOLI-CŒUR

The Power of the Arts National Forum offers a unique opportunity for agents of change to come
together and take part in rich and fruitful meetings. The forum fosters dialogue around issues
that are vital to society and the world, giving creators, academics and community workers alike
the opportunity to speak and work together toward the goal of greater social cohesion. The
National Film Board applauds the Michaëlle Jean Foundation and its ongoing efforts to give
voices like these the audience they deserve.

Message from the Secretary General of the Canadian Commission
for UNESCO
SÉBASTIEN GOUPIL

The Canadian Commission for UNESCO is the link between Canadians and the essential
work of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). With
its many networks and partners in Canada and internationally, the Commission is helping
to lay the foundation for a more cohesive, equitable and peaceful world. The Commission is
pleased to support the presentation of this Forum, which underscores the importance of youth
engagement, arts and culture as powerful means of promoting reconciliation and creating
inclusive, open and innovative societies that can contribute to a more sustainable future.
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Friday,
February
16

A TRIBUTE TO THE POWER
OF THE ARTS
Registration opens at 5 p.m.

OPENING CEREMONY
7 to 9 p.m.
Simultaneous interpretation available
LOCATION: 1379-A SHERBROOKE STREET WEST, MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

Musical interlude
TWIN FLAMES
Folk duo

Opening remarks from the Organizing
Committee
NATHALIE BONDIL
Director General and Chief Curator
The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts
JEAN-DANIEL LAFOND
Filmmaker and writer
Co-founder, Co-president and Executive Director
Michaëlle Jean Foundation

Musical interlude

SÉBASTIEN GOUPIL

Musical interlude
IMANI GOSPEL SINGERS
Choir
Accompanied on piano by JOEL CAMPBELL

Presentation of the Power of the Arts Family
Medicine Fellowship Recipient
DR. MARIE-DOMINIQUE BEAULIEU
Vice-chair, Foundation for Advancing Family
Medicine
College of Family Physicians of Canada

YAO
Singer-songwriter, poet and slammer
Accompanied on piano by MARIANNE DUMAS

TINA HAOUNG
Hospice physician
College of Family Physicians of Canada

Remarks from the Partners

Announcement of the winners of the 20162017 TD Michaëlle Jean Bursaries

JEAN-PASCAL SIMARD
Director of Public Relations
Vermilion Energy
BRIAN BRONFMAN
President
Brian Bronfman Family Foundation
MICHEL DE LA CHENELIÈRE
President
Fondation de la Chenelière
CLAUDE JOLI-CŒUR
Chairperson
National Film Board of Canada
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Remarks from the Secretary General of the
Canadian Commission for UNESCO

Followed by discussion with the winners,
facilitated by JEAN-DANIEL LAFOND AND
HER EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
MICHAËLLE JEAN

The Arts in the Service of Peace: Project of
the Declaration
Peace Grantmakers Network

Epilogue
PIERRE JASMIN
Pianist
Vice-president
Artists for Peace

Saturday,
February
17

THE ARTS IN THE SERVICE
OF PEACE
Registration and Breakfast: 7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

PLENARY SESSION
8:30 – 10 a.m.
Simultaneous interpretation available

LOCATION: 1379-A SHERBROOKE STREET WEST,
HALL OF BRONZES AND MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

Opening Remarks

Panel Discussion

Peace and Power: From Local to Global,
Choosing Tools of Mass Construction

The Arts and Reconciliation
We are at a turning point: a profound change
is afoot in Canada’s relationship with its First
Peoples. The process that is under way seeks to
reconcile us with a difficult and painful past. Every
step toward this legacy calls upon us to draw
on our creativity—whether we are Indigenous
or non-Indigenous. How can we reinvent this
country together? How do bring about a radical
transformation going forward?
NADINE ST-LOUIS
Founder and Executive Director
Les Productions Feux Sacrés

HER EXCELLENCY
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
MICHAËLLE JEAN
Secretary General of the International
Organization of La Francophonie
Twenty-seventh Governor General and
Commander-in-Chief of Canada (2005-2010)
Art, with its role in mediation and transformation,
offers a powerful antidote to marginalization, hate
and the objectification of others that lie at the
root of all war, interpersonal or global. In a world
profoundly disturbed by the rise in fundamentalism
and populism as sources of violent conflict, Her
Excellency the Right Honourable Michaëlle Jean
propounds humanism. She shares her experience
as a woman committed to peace, from local civic
action to a diplomacy of proximity applied on a
global scale, armed only with the power of the arts,
culture and education.

LOUIS GAGNON
Curator, Director, Museology Department
Institut culturel Avataq
Moderated by
HER EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
MICHAËLLE JEAN

Performance
NINA SEGALOWITZ
Voice and hand drum

7

Saturday,
February
17

WORKSHOPS
10:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Workshop participants will present their respective
projects and lay the groundwork for a national
declaration in support of the arts and peace.
Panelists and participants will also have the
opportunity to share their experiences, discuss
effective practices and ultimately identify the
principles and objectives that should be included in
the declaration.

1A – The Arts and Inclusion
LOCATION: STUDIO 3
Exclusion is based on the occultation and silencing
of the “other,” marginalization that is most often
multifaceted: social, economic and political.
Because they provide opportunities for visibility,
expression and action, the arts are a unique means
of integration. Between suffering and liberation,
exclusion and integration, what aesthetics do we
see emerging?
Stigma and Suffering:
Modern Representations of Homelessness
and the Aesthetics of Suffering
Eduardo Della Foresta, Concordia University

Musical Traditions to Support
Better Social Co-existence
Kiya Tabassian, Centre des musiciens du monde

The Transformative Power of Dance :
From Exclusion to Inclusion
Roger Sinha, Sinha Danse

Aquil Virani, artist

Indigenous Spirit Matters - Art That Speaks
Elizabeth Macdonald, Indigenous Spirit Matters art
collection

Reconciliation Through Media Arts
Manon Barbeau, Wapikoni Mobile
Jemmy Echaquan-Dubé, filmmaker

Building Shelter in My Community
Rihkee Strapp, socially engaged artist

Spoken Word Poetry and the Possibility
of Reconciliation
Shannon Kitchings, Brock University

1C – The Arts and Democratic
Participation
LOCATION: STUDIO 6
If civic action is the oxygen of democracy, collective
expression and artistic participation are its lungs.
This workshop will look at different forms and
manifestations of the power of the arts in promoting
democratic engagement, critical thinking and
community action in the 21st century.

Graffiti and Street Art in Montreal As a Form
of Democratic Participation
Melissa Proietti, McGill University
Catherine Tedford, St. Lawrence University

Producing Neighbours:
Fostering Social Trust Through Applied Theatre

Between Innovation and Social Inclusion:
A Laboratory for Rethinking the Dynamics of
Exclusion and Forms of Cultural Accessibility

Sheila Christie, Cape Breton University

Nadia Duguay, Exeko

Using the Arts As Tools
to Include the Muslim Community

Changing the Colour of the Sky:
The Empowerment of Black Youth

Mohamed Shaheen, Silk Road Institute

Ricardo Lamour, Evans Chuba, Nicholas Abraham, Sasha
Jouthe, Max Longchamps and Melvin Chuba, Bout du Monde

1B – The Arts and Reconciliation

Fostering Critical Civic Praxis:
The Transformative Potential of Collective Art
Practices

LOCATION: STUDIO 4

Varainja Stock, Lakehead University

After centuries of violence, conquest and colonization,
Inuit, Metis and First Nations communities are hard
at work enabling Indigenous peoples to regain their
cultural pride and rebuild their collective power
to change the course of history. This workshop will
examine various initiatives that harness the power
of the arts to serve current reconciliation efforts
and to illustrate the need for a radical redefinition of
relationships among the peoples of Canada.
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Here Is a Gift: Justice and Reconciliation
with Indigenous Peoples

1D – The Arts and Emancipation
LOCATION: STUDIO 7
Personal liberation, collective emancipation and
peacemaking are intimately intertwined. The arts
can drive profound changes that transform our
relationship with power at all levels of society.
Here, we will look into arts-based approaches
that help expose the dynamics of oppression and
dismantle the workings of violence.
Social Circus As an Art for Social Change:
Re-approaching Community Development Through
the Arts
Jennifer Spiegel, Simon Fraser University,
Karine Lavoie, coordinator, Cirque Hors Piste

Art and Artistic Practices as Tools for
Prevention and Inclusion in Community
Organizations
Joaquim Lemieux, Jennifer Cooke, Regroupement des
organismes communautaires autonomes Jeunesse du
Québec (ROCAJQ)

Songs to Freedom: The Neglect and Necessity
of Feminist Music Cultures
Tamar Dina, Music Liberatory

Digital Citizens Fight for Peace
Tanisha Mapp, art educator

LECTURE
1:45 – 2:30 p.m.
Simultaneous interpretation available
LOCATION: MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

The University As Platform Between Arts
and Communities?
SIMON HAREL
Professor, Université de Montréal
SIMON-PIER LABELLE-HOGUE
PhD candidate, McGill University
CYNTHIA NOURY
PhD candidate, Université du Québec à Montréal
LAURENCE SYLVAIN
PhD candidate, Université de Montréal
The university plays a significant role in creating
the urban fabric, just as it does in social cohesion
or division. Based on the experiences of the
research and creation laboratory Catalyseur
d’imaginaires urbains, this round table will question
the university’s role in relation to communities
in scientific and social terms, in the exercise of
democracy and in accessing knowledge through
the arts.

WORKSHOPS
2:45 – 4:30 p.m.

1E – The Arts and Indigenous Actions
LOCATION: STUDIO 11
Survived Canada 150:
Our Will Is Stronger Than Your Weapons
Aboriginal Curatorial Collective

Panel discussion with Camille Larivée, Niki Little,
Becca Taylor and Clayton Windatt
Within the Indigenous arts sector, the term
“peace” refers to an absence of violence, not
“calm.” Unrest and critical discourse are vital to our
collective future and the long-term health of many
communities. In this panel discussion, Indigenous
art advocates and Indigenous curators explore the
current climate of the arts in Canada as the 150th
anniversary celebrations conclude and we take the
next steps.

LUNCH: 12 – 1:45 p.m.
Your choice of location

2A – The Arts and the Fight Against
Discrimination
LOCATION: STUDIO 3
By definition, discrimination categorizes and labels,
the better to constrain and push aside. Different
artistic approaches contribute to building a critique
of discriminatory behaviour and strike at its roots
while educating on a massive scale. In turn, however,
how do the arts milieu and funders sometimes
contribute, in the name of inclusion, to framing that
also constrains and confines?
Transitioning Home
Alicia Payne, Diverting the Stream

Weapons of Peace – Escutcheons Proper:
Painting Coats to Fight the Prejudice That
Uncritically Binds Transsexual Medicine to the LGBT
Community
Brooklyn Fink, artist
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Saturday,
February
17

Racial Profiling and the Empowerment
of Racialized Minority Youth
Zakarya Youness Abidou, Walther Guillaume, Rhita Harim,
Larry Rémé, Montréal sans profilage

Postering Peace: The Inclusion of Muslim
Communities
Aquil Virani, artist

Decolonizing Authenticity: Multiculturalism
and the Paradox of Inclusion
Ojo Agi, artist

2D – The Arts and Women’s Voices
Participatory Workshop
LOCATION: STUDIO 11
The Legacy of Viola Desmond
Arielle Prescod and Renika Hall, Les DanceSœurs

Inspired by the remarkable experiences of an
important figure in the fight for Black rights, this
workshop will explore how dance encourages a
sense of inclusion, self-confidence and well-being
among youths in the Afro-Caribbean diaspora. In
the process, we will explore how dance contributes
to positive social change.

2B – The Arts and Diversity
LOCATION: STUDIO 4
In Canada, most large collections of art represent
a rather narrow range of experiences, contributing
to the image that this country essentially
belongs to European traditions. What if art,
its praxis, its definition and its representations
belonged to everyone without exception, to all
forms of diversity, all “otherness,” including the
marginalized, the racialized and the criminalized?
Legacy of the Haitian Community
Nathalie Pierre-Antoine, Ruth Pierre-Paul, Wideline
Joseph and Alberto Syllion, Bureau de la communauté
haïtienne de Montréal

Just’art! My Brush, My Liberty
Darlene Lozis and Marème Thiam, 3R International

Social Justice and Social Media:
Celebrating Marginalized Brilliance
Kate Macdonald and Emma Paulson, The Magic Project

The Empowerment of Black Youth
Linda Chery, Réginald Rivette, Frantz St-Louis, Souche
Magazine

2C – The Arts and the Positive
Representation of the Black Woman in
Quebec – Participatory Workshop
LOCATION: STUDIO 6
Sisterhood
Hanna Che, Niti Marcelle Mueth, The Woman Power

In the form of a conversation, this discussion will
consider how black women are represented in
Quebec society. Beyond raising awareness, the
goal of this workshop is to inspire women to reach
their full potential and engage in their personal
emancipation.
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2E – The Arts and the Power of
Narratives of Inclusion – Writing
Workshop
LOCATION: STUDIO 7
Evaluating the Social and Personal Impact
Encouraging Voice in Our Diverse Communities
Susan Turk-Mozer, Kelly McShane and Doug Grundman,
Toronto Writers Collective

Providing an opportunity for self-expression and
a sense of being understood is still one of the
most powerful ways of reaching and engaging
communities while reducing the sense of exclusion.
In this workshop, multiple and individual voices will
celebrate the wealth of stories we carry within us.

LECTURE
4:45 – 5:30 p.m.
Simultaneous interpretation available
LOCATION : MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

Fashion Arts Serving Peace
SEIDNALY SIDHAMED, AKA ALPHADI

Fashion designer, activist, UNESCO Artist for Peace

Alphadi believes in using the arts and culture as a
means of nonviolent expression that can transform
the lives of marginalized youth, allowing them
to rebuild self-esteem while respecting others.
Threatened many times by Jihadists, the Magician
of the Desert is widely recognized for his talent
as a fashion designer and his tireless advocacy
on behalf of African culture. He divides his time
between the US, France and Africa.
Moderated by JEAN-DANIEL LAFOND, filmmaker
and writer, co-founder, Co-president and Executive
Director, Michaëlle Jean Foundation

Performance
GOTTA LAGO
Guitarist, storyteller, singer-songwriter

Sunday,
February
18

THE ARTS IN ACTION
Breakfast: 8:15 – 9 a.m.

PLENARY SESSION
9 – 10 a.m.

Simultaneous interpretation available

LOCATION: 1379-A SHERBROOKE STREET WEST, MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

Exercise in Participatory Art
CLOWNS WITHOUT BORDERS
Artistic and humanitarian association

Panel
The Arts, Philanthropy and Peace
AUDREY LAMOTHE
Communication and Programs Coordinator, Peace
Grantmakers Network

BRIAN BRONFMAN
President, Peace Grantmakers Network
JEAN-PASCAL SIMARD
Director of Public Relations, Vermilion Energy
BARRY COLE
Founder, Cole Foundation
Moderated by JEAN-DANIEL LAFOND, filmmaker
and writer, co-founder, Co-president and Executive
Director, Michaëlle Jean Foundation
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Sunday,
February
18

WORKSHOPS
10:15 a.m. – 12 p.m.

LOCATION: ART HIVE

3A – The Arts and Mental Health
LOCATION: STUDIO 3
How does the power of the arts act as a vector for
mental health and wellness? We will examine a
number of collective and participatory practices in
the arts, some of the places in which they are used,
as well as the ways in which they can prevent, care
for and cure trauma, mood disorders, anxiety and
other aspects of mental health.
Arts and Mind: A Community Arts
and Mental Health Case Study
Angie Aranda, Neighbourhood Arts Network
Justina Zatzman, Workman Arts
Sean Patenaude, photographer

Stephen Legari, art therapist, The Montreal Museum of
Fine Arts
Rachel Chainey, Art Hives Network National Coordinator

The Art Hive at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts
belongs to a collective network of 105 creative
studios spread out across Canada and the globe.
This experience-based introduction workshop is a
chance to discover how this third space encourages
people from different backgrounds to engage in
dialogue, the sharing of skills and artistic creation.

3C – Theatre As a Tool for Social
Transformation – Writing Workshop
LOCATION: STUDIO 6

Healing in Harmony: Artists, Not Patients

Jesse Stong, playwright and art educator

Darcy Ataman, Make Music Matter

Based on a writing and performance project
focusing on social issues and young people’s
personal stories, this workshop will show how this
means of expression strengthens community ties
and encourages powerful social engagement.

Expressive Arts Recovery:
From Theory to Practice to Program
Janet Creery, Athabasca University, Mood Disorders
Ottawa, SPARK program of the Canadian Mental Health
Commission

Art Hives: Student-led Community
Engagement for a Healthier and More Inclusive
World
Janis Timm-Bottos, Director, Art Hives, Concordia
University

Evaluating the Impact of an Educational
Arts Program on Adolescent Socio-Emotional
Health Among Inner-City, Multicultural
Communities
Sofia Puente, Ryerson University
Alessandra Cardarelli and Thomas Stoneman,
Lakeshore Arts

SmART Youth: The Synergy
of Art and Medicine in Youth
Steven J. Darcy and Lisa Bishop, Memorial University of
Newfoundland
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3B – The Arts and Mental Health –
Participatory Workshop

3D – Art for the Soul: Trauma Resiliency
and Resistance – Participatory
Workshop
LOCATION: STUDIO 7
Salomeh Ahmadi, community worker

This workshop will demonstrate how social
cohesion and dialogue can overcome trauma
stemming from exclusion and oppression while
helping us understand and analyze anti-oppressive
practices.

3E – Community Art That Reflects on
the Economic Violence Experienced by
Women – Film and Discussion

WORKSHOPS
2:30 – 4 p.m.

LOCATION: STUDIO 11
Caroline Laplante, L’Autonomie en SoiE Women’s Centre

Screening of On est In! a dramatic short film
written and directed in 2014-2015 by members
of the Autonomie en SoiE Women’s Centre in
Saint-Hyacinthe for the Rouage d’Engrenage Noir
program. It will be followed by a discussion on how
co-creators are empowered by the self-aware,
group-oriented and collaborative aspects of
community art practices.

LUNCH: 12 – 1:30 p.m.
Location of your choice

LECTURE
1:30 – 2:15 p.m.

4A – The Arts and Community
Togetherness
LOCATION: STUDIO 3
Art as a peaceful weapon can have a major impact
on the willingness and capacity of communities
to embrace difference and take full advantage
of its wealth. This workshop will examine
innovative approaches and methods used to build
relationships based on mutual understanding,
compassion and collaboration among diverse
communities.
Transformation Through Empowerment
and Nurturing Creativity: Love Project Canada
Karen Cowderoy, Louise Gardiner-Vahey, Gavin Vahey and
Frances Hard, Love Project Canada

Simultaneous interpretation available

LOCATION : MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

The Contribution of the Arts and Culture to
People and Communities: Issues and Outlook
MARIANNE MAGNIN
Chair of the board and trustee
The Cornelius Arts Foundation
MONA TRUDEL
Professor
Université du Québec à Montréal
How do the arts impact the well-being of our
society, here in Quebec and abroad? Mona Trudel
and Marianne Magnin will present various local and
international studies to answer this far-reaching,
complex question. Examining past studies, future
projects and concrete impacts on our daily lives,
this discussion will provide a better understanding
of the role played by the arts and culture in our
society.
Moderated by THOMAS BASTIEN
Director, Education and Wellness
The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts

At the Heart of the Matter:
Stories of Home and Community
Frances Ravinsky, Community Works

Youth Leveraging Arts for Peace
in Nova Scotia: The Justice, Art and Youth in Action
Initiative
Ann Denny and Ryan Veltmeyer, Youth Art Connection

4B – The Arts and the Inclusion of
Immigrants
LOCATION: STUDIO 4
In a world shaken by disasters, intracommunity
warfare, as well as structural and interpersonal
violence, migratory movements are growing, with
no reprieve in sight. How can the power of the
arts help open up new capacities for welcoming
newcomers and facilitating their full integration?
A Chameleon in Your Neighbourhood:
The Arts as Tools for Change in the Face of the
Major Social Issues of Our Times, Including the
Integration of Refugees
Marie-Claude Daoust, arts communicator

Disarming Art
Patricia Morales-Betancourt, Centre d’orientation
paralégale et sociale pour immigrants (COPSI)
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Sunday,
February
18

4C – The Arts and Health
LOCATION: STUDIO 6
This workshop will explore innovative projects that
put the arts at the centre of physical and overall
wellness, in the private sphere as well as in the
community. From prison environments to aboriginal
communities, hospitals and schools, wherever
disease and health are of concern, the arts now
play an essential role. Key examples and emerging
approaches will be explored.
Dance Therapy in the Context of Incarceration
Caroline Apotheloz, University of Ottawa

Indigenous Health and Arts-Based Research:
Toolkit for Advancing an Indigenous Research
Agenda
Chad Hammond and Roanne Thomas, School of
Rehabilitation Sciences, University of Ottawa
Candida Rice, Kateri Memorial Hospital

The Hospital as a Public Cultural Space:
Art as Source of Connection
Marie Lavorel and Tamar Tembeck, McGill University

Progression: Reclaiming Disability Narratives
Salima Punjani, multimedia journalist and social artist

SExT: Sex Education by Theatre.
Empowering Youth from a Community Where
Sexuality is a Cultural Taboo to Take Centre Stage
Shira Taylor and Michelle Nyamekye, University of Toronto

4D – The Arts and International Peace

Kathleen Vaughan and Emily Keenlyside, Concordia
University

Seeds of Hope - An Arts-based
Approach to Suicide and Resiliency
Yehudit Silverman, Department Chair, Creative Arts
Therapies, Concordia University

4E – The Arts and Inclusion –
Film and Discussion
LOCATION: STUDIO 11
Dora Elek, artistic leader and stage director, Baltazàr
Theatre, Budapest

The Baltazàr Theatre, whose members are actors
and actresses with a mental disability, is a unique
phenomenon in Hungary. Since it was founded in
1998, it is the only professional theatre company
with the luxury of performing with no therapeutic
goal in mind. The goal is to provide tools for greater
integration through dramaturgy training. Dora Elek
will join us with Veronika Kovács and will present
her just finished and most recent production,
entitled Lend Me Your Eyes, Baltazars/Világlátó
Baltazár (56 minutes, original version with English
subtitles).
Vermilion Energy supports Baltazàr Theatre and has
facilitated Dora Elek’s participation in the Forum.

PLENARY SESSION
4:15 – 5 p.m.
Simultaneous interpretation available

LOCATION : STUDIO 7

LOCATION: MAXWELL CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

The most robust antidote to dehumanization, war
and all forms of barbarism remains a keen and
constant awareness of our common humanity.
How can world peace grow from projects, large
and small, from citizen- and arts-based initiatives
rooted in our communities? Here, we will look at
ways art-making by citizens is used in the service
of peace, including through the universal language
of music, an examination of religious traditions and
museum experiences.

Summing up the Forum

Global Peace Building in the Key of C:
Inspiration and Courage in Action
Nancy J. Adler, McGill University
Linda M. Ippolito, York University

The Afropolitan Nomad Festival:
An International Intercultural Communication
Event Between Citizens
Vanessa Kanga, Afropolitan Nomad Festival
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Finding Peace in the Art Museum:
Creating a Collaborative Student Audioguide at
the Intersection of Artistic Practice and Social
Engagement

THOMAS BASTIEN
Director, Education and Wellness
The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts
JEAN-DANIEL LAFOND
Filmmaker and writer
Co-founder, Co-president and Executive Director
Michaëlle Jean Foundation

Interlude
BEATRICE DEER, singer-songwriter
Accompanied on the guitar by
JORDEY TUCKER

Toward a Declaration of the
Arts as Tools for Peace
What Tools for World Peace?
Peace Grantmakers Network

